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AP History Document-Based Question (DBQ) Rubric
(US History / World History / European History)

Grades 9-12 7 points total 4 criteria AP rubrics

The AP History Document-Based Question (DBQ) Rubric (US History / World History / European History) scored out of

7 points across 4 criteria, for dbq writing at grades 9-12.

S O U R C E  A N D  AT T R I B U T I O N

This rubric is published by College Board and its level descriptors are their copyright, so this sheet gives the criteria and their

weightings only, not the wording of each level. NudgeLearn did not author this rubric. The full descriptors are in the official document.

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/rubrics-for-ap-histories.pdf

How it is scored

C R I T E R I O N P O I N T S L E V E L S

Thesis/Claim 1 2

Contextualization 1 2

Evidence 3 4

Analysis and Reasoning 2 3

Total 7

What each criterion measures

College Board holds the copyright in the level descriptors, so they are not reprinted here. The criteria and their weightings are below; the wording of each

level is in the official document linked above.

Thesis/Claim is worth 1 of the 7 points, scored across 2 levels.

Contextualization is worth 1 of the 7 points, scored across 2 levels.

Evidence is worth 3 of the 7 points, scored across 4 levels.

Analysis and Reasoning is worth 2 of the 7 points, scored across 3 levels.
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Scoring record

Student Assignment Date

C R I T E R I O N S C O R E C O M M E N T S

Thesis/Claim     / 1

Contextualization     / 1

Evidence     / 3

Analysis and Reasoning     / 2

Total     / 7

Free to print and share. The readable version, and a grader that scores an essay against this rubric, are at nudgelearn.app/rubrics/ap-history-dbq-rubric
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