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MCAS ELA Grades 3–5 Extended Response (ER)
Rubric for Written Expression and Conventions

Grades 3-5 5 points total 2 criteria MA State assessment rubrics

The MA MCAS ELA Grades 3–5 Extended Response (ER) Rubric for Written Expression and Conventions scored out of

5 points across 2 criteria, for informative writing at grades 3-5.

S O U R C E  A N D  AT T R I B U T I O N

This rubric was written and published by Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE). NudgeLearn did

not author it and claims no ownership of it; it is reproduced here with attribution so it can be printed. Rubrics are revised periodically,

so check the official document before using this for a graded assessment.

https://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/tdd/resources/g3-5-extended-response-rubric.docx

How it is scored

C R I T E R I O N P O I N T S L E V E L S

Written Expression 3 4

Standard English Conventions 2 3

Total 5

The full rubric

Written Expression · 3 points

S C O R E W H AT  E A R N S  I T

3 pts • clearly explains ideas • thoroughly uses evidence to support ideas • clearly organizes ideas

2 pts • partially explains ideas • adequately uses evidence to support ideas • partially organizes ideas

1 pt • minimally explains ideas • insufficiently uses evidence to support ideas • minimally organizes ideas

0 pts • does not address the question or incorrectly responds to the question

Standard English Conventions · 2 points

S C O R E W H AT  E A R N S  I T

2 pts • mostly consistent control of sentence structure relative to the length of the response • mostly consistent control of

grammar, usage, and mechanics relative to the length of the response • any errors do not interfere with communication
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S C O R E W H AT  E A R N S  I T

1 pt • some control of sentence structure relative to the length of the response • some control of grammar, usage, and mechanics

relative to the length of the response • some errors begin to interfere with communication

0 pts • incorrectly formed sentences with no control of grammar, usage, and mechanics and/or sentences of insufficient length •

contains many errors that interfere with communication

Scoring record

Student Assignment Date

C R I T E R I O N S C O R E C O M M E N T S

Written Expression     / 3

Standard English Conventions     / 2

Total     / 5

Free to print and share. The readable version, and a grader that scores an essay against this rubric, are at nudgelearn.app/rubrics/ma-mcas-g3-5-

extended-response
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