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MCAP ELA Informative/Explanatory Rubric, Grades
6-8 and 10

6-8,10 7 points total 2 criteria MD State assessment rubrics

The MD MCAP ELA Informative/Explanatory Rubric, Grades 6-8 and 10 scored out of 7 points across 2 criteria, for
informative writing at grades 6-8, 10.

SOURCE AND ATTRIBUTION

This rubric was written and published by Maryland State Department of Education. NudgelLearn did not author it and claims no
ownership of it; it is reproduced here with attribution so it can be printed. Rubrics are revised periodically, so check the official
document before using this for a graded assessment.
https://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/ELA/MCAP/Rubrics/2022/MCAPInformativeExplanatoryRubricGrades
6-8and10.pdf

How it is scored
CRITERION POINTS LEVELS
Written Expression 4 5
Written Conventions 3 4
Total 7

The full rubric

Written Expression - 4 points

SCORE WHAT EARNS IT

4 pts Demonstrates a full and complete understanding of ideas in the texts by providing an accurate analysis supported with
effective and convincing textual evidence. Examines and conveys complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. Develops clear and coherent writing in which
the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. Includes ideas that are presented
clearly and logically from beginning to end; there are strong connections between and among ideas.

3pts Demonstrates an adequate understanding of ideas in the texts by providing a mostly accurate analysis supported with
adequate textual evidence. Examines and conveys mostly accurate ideas, concepts, and information through the selection,
organization, and analysis of content. Develops mostly clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and
style are mostly appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. Includes ideas that are mostly clear and logical from beginning to
end; there are connections between and among ideas.
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SCORE

2 pts

1 pt

0 pts

WHAT EARNS IT

Demonstrates basic understanding of ideas in the texts by providing a somewhat accurate analysis supported with basic
textual evidence. Examines and conveys somewhat accurate ideas, concepts, and information through the basic selection,
organization, and analysis of content. Develops generally clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are somewhat appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. Includes ideas that are generally clear and logical but may
be uneven; there are general connections between and among ideas.

Demonstrates limited understanding of ideas stated in the texts by providing a minimally accurate analysis supported with
limited textual evidence. Examines and conveys minimally accurate ideas, concepts, and information through the minimally
effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. Shows limited development of writing in which the development,
organization, and style are limited to task, purpose, and audience. Includes ideas that are limited; there are minimally effective
connections between and among ideas.

Demonstrates no understanding of ideas in the texts. The response provides inaccurate or no analysis and no textual
evidence. Examines and conveys missing or inaccurate ideas, concepts, and information; lacks selection, organization, and
analysis of content. Lacks coherent writing, organization, and style for the task, purpose, and audience. Includes ideas that are
inappropriate, inaccurate, or ideas are missing; there are few or no connections between and among ideas.

Written Conventions - 3 points

SCORE WHAT EARNS IT

3 pts The response demonstrates a full command of conventions of standard English at the appropriate level of complexity.
Sentence structures are varied, well-formed, and effectively controlled. Grammar and usage are strong and effective,
enhancing the content of the response. Spelling, punctuation, and capitalization are mostly correct.

2 pts The response demonstrates a partial command of conventions of standard English at the appropriate level of complexity.
Sentences structures show some variety and are generally controlled. Grammar and usage may be uneven and may
occasionally impede understanding. Spelling, punctuation, and capitalization are generally correct.

1 pt The response demonstrates little command of conventions of standard English at the appropriate level of complexity.
Sentence structure and control are limited. Errors in grammar and usage may be frequent and may impede understanding.
Spelling, punctuation, and capitalization may be incorrect and/or unclear.

0 pts The response does not demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English at the appropriate level of complexity.
Frequent and varied errors in mechanics, grammar, and usage impede understanding.

Scoring record
Student Assignment Date

CRITERION SCORE COMMENTS

Written Expression /4

Written Conventions /3

Total /17

Free to print and share. The readable version, and a grader that scores an essay against this rubric, are at nudgelearn.app/rubrics/mcap-g6-8-10-

informative
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